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     Easter is Sunday, March 23 this year.  It is about as 

early as it can be since Easter Sunday is always the first 

Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring Equinox.  

It just so happens that this year Holy Week will be when 

the spring sports tradition of ñMarch Madnessò begins.  

ñMarch Madnessò is when 64 Division I schools partici-

pate in the NCAA Menôs Basketball Tournament.  As we 

gather for events at our church on Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and Easter Sunday, some college basketball 

teams and fans will experience (as ABC sports put it a 

few years ago) ñthe thrill of victory and the agony of de-

feat.ò 

     There is a madness we see transpire in the life of Jesus 

in the events of Holy Week.  In a matter of days, voices 

go from offering ñHosannasò for Jesus to offering cries to 

ñcrucify himò.  In a matter of hours, Jesus goes from 

washing the feet of his disciples to having his own feet 

pierced with nails at a cross. 

     When Easter Sunday is over, one half of those Divi-

sion I schools will have lost in the NCAA Menôs Basket-

ball Tournament and one half of those schools will have 

won.  When Easter Sunday comes, all of us who know 

the risen Lord (no matter what school we will cheer for in 

the NCAA Tournament) will know again the joyous vic-

tory over sin and death that God in Christ gives.  I look 

forward to participating with you in the journey of Lent 

and Holy Week and the activities of 

our church community in these days. 

Thoughts of the Pastor : 
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